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by Melody M. Nufiez

TECHNIQUE

Take one artist canvas and lay it canvas surface down. This
is the area that will be filled with your collage, and should
be referenced when sizing your photo and laying out your
design. Cut the siretched canvas fabric off the second canvas,
leaving just the wood frame that will resemble a window. Place
this frame on top of the first canvas. These two pieces stacked
together will allow you to use more layers in your creation.

Next, scan your photo and print onto transparency film
and frim. Scan writing or fext ancr also print onto transparency
film and frim. Leave blank space in all four corners of the text
box, where you'll sew buttons on, later in the process. Trim this
piece and edge with a metallic marker.

Cut patterned paper to the size of the back opening of your
arlist canvas umr adhere. Save patterned paper scraps and
cut them into strips to form the border along the top of your
collage. Attach photo transparency to background paper/
base using double-stick tape along the two sides, but not the
top and bottom. The painted gesso frame will cover the faint
traces of the double-stick tape when the piece is assembled.
Choose your patterned paper carefully, as the paper’s design
will show through the photo. You may want to apply gesso on
areas of the paper that faces will appear on.
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Attach fabric trim or ribbon along the top and botiom of
the photo using narrow double-stick tape. Attach a vintage
button along bottom center of the photo. Sew a vintage button
onto each corner of text box with coordinating thread. Make
the inifial holes for this stitching with an awl. Stretch the text
box across the center of your collage, using additional thread
that's looped under each button and attached to the nearest
side with very sticky tape.

Make the canvas bottom with the photo and paper on it
and the top frame piece into one by adhering together. Once
the two pieces are joined, tape them together by covering the
edges with multiple layers of masking tape.

Take a blank piece of transparency film and place it on
top of the layout. Make light markings to note how far in the
gesso frame should extend, then move to a surface covered
with paper fowels, Loosely paint gesso onto your fransparency
sheet, and let dry. This “frame” should come in from the paper
border approximately 2", Center this gessoed sheet on your
wooden IJ:ame’s top, and adhere. Attach patterned paper strips
along the top edges, covering all unfinished edges. +

Melody M. Nufiez lives in Irvine, Colifornia. To learn more about her work,
wisit wwaw. melodynunez.com.



